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On July 30, David Carbonel, health official in Napo department, said an oil spill which polluted
over 80 km. of the Napo River in the Amazon area, has left more than 6,000 people without drinking
water. The spill occurred July 29 at the Sacha Norte-1 oil field, result of valve failure. Sacha Norte-1
is located 200 km. east of Quito. According to the state-run oil company PetroEcuador, 3,000 barrels
of crude accumulated in a water catchment basin, and then overflowed into a stream linked to the
Napa River. Carbonel said the river is the only source of drinking water for local inhabitants and
their livestock. He added that inhabitants also fish in the Napo. On Aug. 5 at a press conference,
PetroEcuador spokesperson Wilson Pastor told reporters that the company will keep Peru, Brazil
and other nations informed on the oil spill. In addition, he said, foreign specialists are welcome to
visit the area to verify environmental damage and clean-up activities. The government fired four
oil workers, and imposed a 40 million sucre (US$26,000) fine on PetroEcuador. Media reports in
Lima, Peru, indicated that the state-run oil company PetroPeru is considering a suit for damages.
If the company's Ecuadoran counterpart refuses to make financial compensation for pollution of
waterways flowing into Peru, PetroPeru will take the suit to the World Court (International Court
of Justice, the UN's legal branch). According to Pastor, over a 36-hour period, 5,000 barrels or crude
poured into a storage basin. The basin overflow into the nearby river totaled 1,500 barrels. Thus far,
said Pastor, about 17% of the oil spilled into the river had been recovered. He added that contrary
to certain media reports, large quantities of the spill have not reached Peru, 180 km. distant from
the site. Fifty-eight thousand square kilometers of the 106,000 sq.km. Napo River basin are located
in Ecuador, and the rest in Peru. Pastor contradicted reports by environmentalists on damages. He
said the spill had not contaminated river sandbanks, nor have inhabitants suffered from drinking
polluted water. He added that to present, large numbers of birds and fish had not been killed
as a result of the accident. In the past 20 years, 450,000 barrels of crude have been spilled in the
Ecuadoran Amazon. (Sources: Inter Press Service, 07/30/92; Chinese news service Xinhua, 07/31/92;
Spanish news service EFE, 08/05/92)
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